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PRESS RELEASE FOR ALLIE EAGLE AND ME

With refreshing honesty and directness Briar March’s debut film Allie Eagle and me depicts the life and work of New Zealand artist Allie Eagle. Structured around the preparation for Allie Eagle’s recent exhibition, Sudden Imperative, the young filmmaker reflects on how the older artist' s feminist priorities have shifted. By exploring the issues of spirituality, and art-making, both women consider the impact of their own generation’s art and thinking.

In New Zealand, Allie Eagle is recognised as a significant contributor to the Women’s Art Movement of the 1970s and 80s. At that time she was regarded as one of the most hardcore feminist activists of her generation, totally committed to political processes which celebrated and empowered women.     In the film, Allie Eagle addresses her concern that audiences and critics have often locked her work into a feminist time warp. This concern is the driving force behind her new show, in which the artist now embraces the Christian faith of her childhood.

A sense of mutual trust develops between filmmaker and artist as Allie Eagle juggles with the mounting pressure of her exhibition, and Briar March considers and reflects on her own ideas and positions. As the tension mounts, the audience is drawn into the energy of these two quite differently charged personalities.

Incorporating comment from Auckland Art gallery curator Ron Brownson, feminist writer and historian Sandra Coney and artists Juliet Batten, Carole Shepheard and Jane Zusters, Allie Eagle and me in an informative and entertaining style presents a unique subjectively coloured view of the life of a significant New Zealand artist. 

Allie Eagle and me was directed and produced by Briar March, receiving funding from the Screen Innovation production fund, a partnership between Creative New Zealand and the NZ film commission, with additional funding from the Arjay Trust. It was shot by Richard Harling, with sound recording and design by Jeffrey Holdaway. It will premiere alongside Annie Goldson and Dawn Hutchesson’s film, Shelias: 28 years on. 

Book at ticketek (090 307 5000

Website info: www.nzff.telecom.co.nz
Allie Eagle and me & Shelias: 28 Years on

Academy Cinema:

July 11 – World Premiere – Sunday 1.00pm

July 12 – Monday 6.00pm

July 15 – Thursday 10.15 am
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